
	

by the Committee to Elect Jensen for Representative Iowa House District 7 

	 	 	 	 	 	   NEWS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

May 16, 2018 
For more information:  
Debra Jensen, 641-590-7116 
deb@jensenforhouse.com 
 

Public Invited to Meet House District 7 Candidate June 2 
 

(Forest City, Iowa) – Debra Jensen, a candidate for Iowa House District 7, will outline details 

of her platform at a Meet the Candidate event on Saturday, June 2, at the Armstrong Senior 

Citizens Center, from 10 a.m. to noon. She plans to highlight initiatives in healthcare, 

education, employee rights, and the state’s tax policies. She is interested in hearing concerns 

about these issues and more. This event is open to the public.  

 

Jensen is holding public events throughout House District 7. The feedback is shaping her 

proposed solutions on some of Iowa’s most dire economic troubles including services lost 

through Medicaid privatization and drastic cuts to public education–the latter caused by 

budget constraints brought on by a tax restructuring that doesn’t favor the middle class. As 

Jensen states, “It’s time to heal what’s hurting Iowa in order to help Iowans.”  

 

Jensen’s professional background and experience in hospital, chemical dependency, hospice, 

long-term care, and public health nursing informs her platform positions, particularly her 

stance on reversing the privatization of Medicaid. She spent decades in public health and has 

seen firsthand how privatization has shifted Iowa’s priorities.  

 

“Iowans need and deserve well-funded public health,” said Jensen. “Our tax money is now 

duplicating complex systems of care for multiple out-of-state insurers while medical care for 

our most vulnerable populations is being depleted or denied. Access to providers and medical 

supplies has been reduced or stopped altogether for too many in our state.”   
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Jensen has been hearing from people who are filling the gaps for medical care of family 

members by purchasing needed supplies previously covered by Medicaid. Also, when 

speaking with multiple medical providers, Jensen has learned of unacceptable delays in 

payments, reductions in payments, or denials without an adequate appeals process.  

 

“We must enact common sense policies again,” said Jensen. “We need to stop cutting funds 

to programs that help Iowans in order to give away money that doesn’t enhance quality of life 

within our state. Our people must be our priority again.”  

 

Debra is a registered nurse with 35 years experience in healthcare, most recently in county 

public health. She also owned a bridal business for 11 years while remaining an active 

mother of four. Debra and her husband, Paul, a retired math teacher, have lived in Forest City 

for 34 years. Iowa House District 7 encompasses all of Winnebago and Emmet counties and 

the top portion of Kossuth, including Algona.  
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